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CHAIRMAN'S FOREWARD 
F 
ifteen years on from the very 
first ICMOVPE Conference  
which was held in Corsica, 
Europe is once again host once again 
to this prestigious conference. It 
therefore gives me great pleasure to 
welcome the Eighth International 
Conference on MOVPE to Cardiff, 
the capital city of Wales. 
Since that first conference  in 
France there have been enormous 
developments in MOVPE technology. 
Today, large multiwafer systems cap- 
able of growing several 6-in wafers at 
once are available on the market and 
MOVPE is the enabling technology 
for a range of highly sophisticated 
components now being used in a 
variety of industrial and consumer 
systems. Even in the last two 
years, since ICMOVPE VII in Yo- 
kohama, Japan, there have been 
tremendous developments.  For 
example, the pioneering work on 
GaN-based blue emitters of Dr 
Nakamura t Nichia Chemical In- 
dustries has triggered exceptional 
interest throughout the world in 
MOVPE with at this time well over 
70 groups working on this particular 
technology. In addition, MOVPE is 
presently widely regarded as the 
principal market for ultra high bright- 
ness LEDs, vertical cavity surface 
emitting lasers, heterojunction bipo- 
lar transistors and long wavelength 
communication devices. It is clear, I 
feel, that MOVPE has rapidly come 
of age! 
This year's conference promises to 
be one of the most interesting and 
stimulating of the series, given the 
rapidly maturing nature of the tech- 
nology and the large number of new 
developments currently being under- 
taken. The conference has already 
att racted over 240 papers from 
around the world covering many of 
the above areas and from these the 
Programme Chairman, Professor, 
Stuart Irvine, and his team, have put 
together a tremendously interesting 
programme. From the submissions 
and initial interest we expect well 
over 350 delegates to attend this 
conference. 
Following the initial address, wel- 
coming delegates to Cardiff and the 
UK, the conference will be opened 
by representatives of two of the 
leading proponents in the develop- 
ment  and commerc ia l i sa t ion  of 
MOVPE technology. Dr Shuji Naka- 
mura from Nichia Chemicals Japan, 
will present his work leading to the 
world's first GaN-based blue laser 
diode, whilst Dr Ron Moon of Hew- 
lett-Packard, USA will describe the 
markets  and oppor tun i t ies  for 
MOVPE in the field of optoelectro- 
nics. Both talks promise to be highly 
"illuminating" and one or two sur- 
prises can be promised for delegates! 
The conference has then been 
organised into two parallel sessions, 
(in keeping with past traditions) 
Notable, however, is that great efforts 
have been taken to promote the 
importance of poster papers, and 
each will therefore be preceded by 
a short 2-minute overview highlight- 
ing the key aspects and results of the 
work described on the posters. 
Sessions have also been arranged to 
cover all the key topics of interest of 
the MOVPE community, as well as 
integrating some CBE work, with 
each key topic having an invited 
speaker to provide an overview of 
the topic area. 
In addition, an exhibition of some 
30 companies has been organiscd 
which is located close to the techni- 
cal sessions, allowing delegates to 
interact easily with key suppliers 
and service providers in the industry. 
Of course, the social agenda has 
also been the subject of detailed 
planning and the Organising Commit- 
tee has come up with an equally 
appetising programme, with plenty 
of time for delegates to interact both 
socially and professionally. In addi- 
tion, we have provided for a compre- 
hensive Companions' Programme for 
those wishing to bring spouses, 
family and friends. 
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Delegates are invited to ease them- 
selves into the Conference by attend- 
ing the Welcome Reception to be 
held at the Cardiff International 
Arena  on  Sunday  even ing  
from 7.30pm. 
On Monday evening, a wine and 
cheese tasting is to take place in the 
historic and beautiful surroundings of 
Cardiff Castle. Following the free 
afternoon on Tuesday, where a num- 
ber of local tours (including a cham- 
pionship golf course0 are planned, 
there will be an evening of culture 
housing the world famous collection 
of Impressionist paintings will be the 
venue for a champagne reception, 
followed by supper and entertain- 
ment in the Main Hall, which 
includes a tour of the 'Wales 
Through the Ages' Exhibition. 
Finally on Wednesday, the Con- 
ference Banquet will be held in 
Cardiff City Hall, and will be 
preceded by a sherry reception 
hosted by the Lord Mayor of 
Cardiff. Entertainment will include 
the famous Caldicot Male Voice 
Choir, and the Guest of Honour will 
be the Rt. Hon Will iam Hague, 
Secretary of State for Wales and 
promincnt  member  o f  the  
Government. 
Cardiff, as the capital of Wales, is 
Europe's fastest growing city and 
provides a dynamic and stimulating 
environment offering much to its 
visitors. Its attractions include a large 
number of historic buildings, a first 
class shopping centre,  theatres,  
sports and beautiful surrounding 
countryside and coastline. In addi- 
tion, Cardiff Bay is Europe's largest 
and most ambitious waterfront devel- 
opment. 
On behalf of the Organising Com- 
mittee, I therefore urge you to join us 
in Cardiff this June to enjoy not only 
an exceptionally interesting scientific 
conference, but equally to enjoy a 
week of stimulating social and pro- 
fessional interactions. I do hope to be 
able to welcome you to Cardiff in 
June. 
Kind Regards 
Dr Drew Nelson 
Conference Chairman 
